MARLBOROUGH
to pick quarrels ; and if they should take off twenty or thirty
thousand pound, have I not lived upon as little before ? When
I was first married we had but twenty (it is true indeed the King
[Charles] was so kind to pay my debts), and if it should come to
that again, what retrenchment is there in my family I would not
willingly make and be glad of that pretence to do it ? Never
fancy, dear Mrs Freeman, if what you fear should happen, that
you are the occasion . . .; therefore rest satisfied you are no
ways the cause ; and let me beg once more, for God's sake, that
you would never mention parting more, no nor so much as
think of it; and if you should ever leave me, be assured it would
break your faithful Mrs Morley's heart.
Sarah having requested that Prince George should know
the position, Anne wrote:
In obedience to dear Mrs Freeman I have told the Prince all
she desired me, and he is so far from being of another opinion,
if there had been occasion he would have strengthened me in my
resolutions, and we both beg you would never mention so cruel
a thing any more. Can you think either of us so wretched that
for the sake of twenty thousand pound, and to be tormented from
morning to night with flattering knaves and fools, we should for-
sake those we have such obligations to, and that we are so certain
we are the occasion of all their misfortunes ? . . . And which is
much more, how would my conscience reproach me for having
sacrificed my honour, reputation and all the substantial comforts
of this life for transitory interest, which, even to those who make
it their idol, can never afford any real satisfaction, much less to a
virtuous mind ? No, my dear Mrs Freeman, never believe your
faithful Mrs Morley will ever submit. She can wait with patience
for a sunshine day, and if she does not live to see it, yet she hopes
England will flourish again.
Meanwhile Marlborough had recourse to the Council,
To Danby, the Lord President, he wrote: l
Having been informed that it is now publicly discoursed in
Westminster Hall to-day that a letter under my hand was to be
produced to the grand jury, to induce them to find a bail against
me, I beg leave to assure your Lordship, upon my honour and
credit, that if any such letter be pretended, it must and will, upon
1 These three letters are in Wolseley, ii, 273-274, 283.
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